
COGNITIVE DISCOURSES 
International Multidisciplinary Journal 

pISSN 2321-1075 eISSN 2347-5692 

Volume 11, Issue 1, July 2023 

 
 

0 
 

 

  



COGNITIVE DISCOURSES 
International Multidisciplinary Journal 

pISSN 2321-1075 eISSN 2347-5692 

Volume 11, Issue 1, July 2023 

 

49  

An Explorative Study on Education for Sustainable Development and Global 
Citizenship Education for Teacher Educators 

Ms. Mariza Markose 
M.Ed. Student 

Department of Education 
Central University of Kerala 

 
Mr. Manoj K Dewtwal 

ICSSR Doctoral Research Fellow 
Department of Education 

Central University of Kerala 

Abstract 

Teacher Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship Education is a specialised 

innovation in teacher education that gives educators the ability to equip students to tackle issues 

related to global citizenship and sustainable development (Bamber, 2019). This exploratory study 

provides a comprehensive literature evaluation based on a qualitative examination of several 

journals, publications, and official documents to further the dissemination of this niche innovation 

into teacher education. This study also sought to explore the role of Global Citizenship Education in 

promoting sustainable development in the context of Teacher education. This study employed a 

qualitative research methodology with an interpretative perspective. Results showed that a key tool 

for advancing sustainable development is global citizenship education. The paths that students, 

researchers, and teacher educators take on global issues, diversity, and multiculturalism can be 

greatly influenced by global citizenship education. 
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Introduction 

Two crucial aspects of education's mission have expanded to include social injustice, 

cultural diversity, and climate change in a period of unparalleled global problems. Education for 

Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship Education (Unesco,2014). These two dimensions 
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emphasise the imperative of equipping learners with the knowledge, skills, and values. On the 

other hand, Global Citizenship Education underscores the significance of nurturing global 

awareness and interconnectedness among individuals, preparing them to engage actively as 

responsible citizens in the present world (United Nations, n.d.). These two educational 

dimensions are not isolated concepts but rather interconnected facets of an overarching mission to 

empower learners to become informed, ethical, and active participants. In light of this, we 

investigate the critical roles that Global Citizenship Education and Education for Sustainable 

Development play in teacher preparation, looking at how these frameworks might influence 

educational trends and help create a society that is more environmentally conscious and sustainable 

in the long run. 

Relevance of Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship Education in the Context of 

Teacher Education 

Preparing Future Educators: Future teachers' attitudes, values, and pedagogical practices 

are greatly influenced by their experiences in teacher education programmes. Prospective 

educators may be prepared to teach and model sustainability and global citizenship in their 

classrooms by including preparation for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship 

Education into their teacher preparation programmes (Lourenço and Andrade 2022). Incorporating 

global citizenship education and sustainable education into teaching practices not only benefits 

students but also contributes to a more responsible, ethical, and interconnected society. 

Meeting Evolving Educational Goals: Modern education aims to go beyond academic 

knowledge and exam scores. Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship 

Education align with the broader goals of education, which include fostering critical thinking, 

problem-solving, and ethical decision-making (Kioupi, V., & Voulvoulis, N. 2019). These concepts 
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provide a framework for addressing real-world issues, such as climate change, poverty, and human 

rights, making education more relevant and meaningful. 

Addressing Global Challenges: Education for Sustainable Development and Global 

Citizenship Education help teachers and students better understand and tackle global challenges. 

Climate change, environmental degradation, and social inequalities are issues that affect all of 

humanity. Teachers who are well-versed in these concepts can guide students in understanding the 

interconnectedness of global problems and in seeking sustainable and ethical solutions (Social 

dimensions of climate change. (n.d.).  

Promoting Inclusivity and Diversity:  Global Citizenship Education encourages an 

appreciation of diversity and intercultural understanding. In an increasingly globalised world, 

teachers need to be culturally competent and capable of promoting tolerance and inclusivity in the 

classroom (Akkari, A., & Maleq, K. ,2020). This is especially important in addressing issues 

related to discrimination, xenophobia, bullying, socioeconomic disparities, language and cultural 

barriers, gender stereotyping and bias issues. 

Encouraging Critical Thinking and Active Citizenship: Education for Sustainable 

Development and  Global Citizenship Education promotes critical thinking and the ability to 

question the status. Teachers educated in these principles can empower students to engage in 

informed, constructive, and responsible citizenship. They can encourage students to question 

existing systems and work towards positive change. 

Meeting Curriculum Requirements: Many education systems worldwide are incorporating 

Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship Education into their curriculum 
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frameworks. Teachers who are educated in these concepts are better positioned to meet these 

curriculum requirements and integrate sustainable and global perspectives into their teaching. 

Professional Development and Lifelong Learning: Education for Sustainable Development 

and Global Citizenship Education are not just for students but also for teachers. Ongoing 

professional development in these areas can enhance a teacher's effectiveness and promote lifelong 

learning. Teachers can stay informed about the latest developments in sustainability and global 

citizenship and adapt their teaching accordingly (“Teachers Have Their Say: Motivation, Skills and 

Opportunities to Teach Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship,” 2021).  

Objectives 

1. To investigate the current state of Education for Sustainable Development and Global 

Citizenship Education integration in teacher education programmes. 

2. To identify the key challenges and barriers faced by teacher education institutions in 

incorporating Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship Education 

into their curriculum. 

3. To explore the best practices and successful models of Education for Sustainable 

Development and Global Citizenship Education integration in teacher education, both at 

the national and international levels. 

Significance of the Study 

Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship Education hold profound 

significance in contemporary education. In this era defined by global challenges like climate 

change, social inequality, and cultural diversity, these educational dimensions are instrumental in 

preparing individuals for the complexities of our interconnected world. Education for Sustainable 



COGNITIVE DISCOURSES 
International Multidisciplinary Journal 

pISSN 2321-1075 eISSN 2347-5692 

Volume 11, Issue 1, July 2023 

 

53  

Development equips learners with the knowledge, skills, and values to address pressing 

environmental, economic, and social issues while fostering a commitment to sustainable practices. 

Simultaneously, Global Citizenship Education promotes a sense of global citizenship, encouraging 

cultural sensitivity, inclusivity, and a responsibility to the entire planet. These concepts are a 

response to the demand for holistic learning that goes beyond traditional academic subjects, 

focusing on critical thinking, ethical values, and the development of practical life skills. They 

prepare individuals for the future by cultivating adaptability, problem-solving, and a global 

mindset, while also nurturing an active commitment to civic engagement and responsible 

citizenship. Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship Education are not 

merely educational initiatives; they are cornerstones of a transformative approach to contemporary 

education, shaping informed, ethical, and proactive global citizens who can address the 

multifaceted challenges of the 21st century. 

Literature Review 

UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) 

UNESCO has been at the forefront of promoting Education for Sustainable Development 

and Global Citizenship Education as essential components of contemporary education. They 

emphasise the role of education in achieving the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). UNESCO has developed frameworks and guidelines for integrating Education for 

Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship Education into national education systems, 

highlighting their global significance. 

Reimers, F., & Chung, C. K. (2016) Reimers and Chung argue for the inclusion of Global 

Citizenship Education in the curriculum, emphasising that it can bridge divides and promote global 
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peace and understanding. They highlight Global Citizenship Education's role in creating global 

citizens who can contribute positively to international problem-solving and cooperation. 

Wals, A. E. (2014) Wals discusses the need for transformative learning in Education for 

Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship Education, which goes beyond acquiring 

knowledge to inspire behavioural change and ethical considerations. He emphasises the role of 

educators in facilitating this transformative learning experience. 

Kopnina, H. (2017) Kopnina discusses the challenges and limitations of Education for 

Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship Education, such as the risk of superficial, 

tokenistic approaches. She calls for a critical examination of these educational paradigms to ensure 

they lead to real, lasting change and do not become empty buzzwords. 

Jensen, B. B. (2019) Jensen's work explores the impact of Education for Sustainable 

Development on teacher education and discusses strategies for effectively incorporating Education 

for Sustainable Development into teacher training programs. 

Tilbury, D., & Pitt, R. (2019) This work discusses the alignment of Education for 

Sustainable Development with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals and its role in 

advancing sustainable development worldwide. 

Sato, M., & Hopper, S. (2020) Sato and Hopper's research examines the influence of 

Education for Sustainable Development on students' ecological knowledge and the factors that 

contribute to successful Education for Sustainable Development implementation in schools. 
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Quest for the Study 

In the current environment, the following research gaps in existing teacher education 

programmes are grouped in terms of the relevance of Education for Sustainable Development and 

Global Citizenship Education. 

Inadequate Coverage 

One prominent gap in teacher education programs is the limited coverage of Education for 

Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship Education. These crucial concepts are often 

offered as optional or supplementary courses rather than being fully integrated into the core 

curriculum. As a result, many future educators graduate with only a surface-level understanding of 

sustainability and global citizenship, without the depth needed to effectively impart these 

principles to their students. 

Lack of Interdisciplinary Approach 

Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship Education are inherently 

interdisciplinary, involving topics such as environmental science, social studies, ethics, and 

cultural studies. However, teacher education often lacks a comprehensive interdisciplinary 

approach, leading to fragmented knowledge and skills. Teachers may struggle to connect these 

concepts across subjects and miss the opportunity to teach their students about the 

interconnectedness of global issues. 

Insufficient Training on Pedagogical Approaches 

While teachers are expected to instil Education for Sustainable Development and Global 

Citizenship Education, values in their students and many teacher education programs fail to 

provide adequate training on pedagogical approaches specific to these concepts. This leaves future 

educators without the necessary tools to engage students effectively in critical thinking, problem-

solving, and active citizenship within the context of sustainability and global awareness. 
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Limited Exposure to Practical Implementation 

Teacher educators often lack exposure to practical implementation strategies. They may 

learn about the theory of Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship 

Education but receive minimal guidance on how to translate these principles into real classroom 

practices. This gap hinders the ability of teachers to design engaging lessons and activities that 

foster sustainable and globally aware behaviours. 

Scarce Access to Resources 

The scarcity of relevant teaching materials, textbooks, and up-to-date curricula aligned with 

Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship Education is a significant 

challenge. Teachers frequently struggle to find appropriate resources that support their efforts to 

teach these concepts effectively. Without access to such materials, their capacity to integrate 

Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship Education into the classroom is 

limited. 

Faculty Development 

Inadequate faculty development programs also contribute to the gaps in teacher education. 

Many teacher educators themselves may not be well-versed in Education for Sustainable 

Development and Global Citizenship Education, which leads to a lack of mentorship and guidance 

for teacher educators. Without knowledgeable and passionate mentors, teacher educators are less 

likely to recognize the importance of these concepts. 

Assessment and Accountability 

Finally, the absence of clear assessment criteria and accountability mechanisms for 

Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship Education in teacher education 

programs can hinder their effectiveness. If these concepts are not measured or emphasised in 

teacher evaluations and program assessments, they may be overlooked or deprioritized in favour of 
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more traditional educational priorities. 

Methodology 

An exploratory study in qualitative research is designed to investigate a phenomenon or topic 

in a flexible and open-ended manner. It aims to gain a deeper understanding of a subject, generate 

hypotheses, and explore new ideas. Research methodology for such studies is characterized by its 

flexibility and adaptability to the evolving research process. 

Tools For Data Collection 

The tools proposed to use in this study include document analysis. 

1. Primary data: Primary data will be collected from the documents remaining as pieces of 

evidence of sustainable development and global citizenship education. 

2. Secondary data: The Secondary data sources will be the interpretations and narratives of 

sustainable development and global citizenship education.  

Best Practices for Promoting Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship Education 

Promoting sustainable development and global citizenship education among teacher 

educators in the Indian education system involves adopting innovative and effective best practices. 

Here are some examples: 

Incorporate Sustainability Across Disciplines 

Encourage teacher educators to infuse sustainability concepts into a wide range of subjects, 

not limited to environmental studies. For instance, in mathematics, humanities, science, commerce,  

teachers can explore real-world sustainability problems, and in history, they can analyse the 

historical context of environmental changes. 
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Collaborative Projects 

Encourage collaborative projects that involve teacher educators from various disciplines 

working together. This interdisciplinary approach can help to develop a holistic perspective on 

sustainability and global citizenship. 

Field Visits and Experiential Learning 

Organise field visits and experiential learning opportunities for teacher educators to witness 

sustainability initiatives firsthand. For example, visits to sustainable agriculture projects, 

renewable energy sites, or eco-friendly schools can be eye-opening experiences. 

Global Partnerships  

Foster partnerships with international institutions and educators. Collaborating with 

educators from other countries can provide a broader perspective on global citizenship and cross-

cultural understanding. 

Sustainability Workshops and Training 

Conduct regular workshops and training sessions to keep teacher educators updated on the 

latest trends and practices in sustainable development and global citizenship education. This can 

help them develop the necessary skills and knowledge to integrate these concepts effectively. 

Community Engagement 

Encourage teacher educators to involve their students in community engagement projects 

related to sustainability. In addition to teaching useful skills, this hands-on approach fosters 

empathy and a sense of responsibility for the environment and the community. 

Use of Technology 

Leverage technology for online courses, webinars, and virtual collaborations with global 

partners. This allows teacher educators to access a wealth of resources and connect with experts 

and educators worldwide. 
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Research and Publications 

Support teacher educators in conducting research related to sustainable development and 

global citizenship. Urge them to speak at conferences and publish their research in scholarly 

publications in order to add to the corpus of knowledge in this area. 

Service-Learning Programs 

Develop service-learning programs that enable teacher educators and their students to 

actively engage in sustainability projects. These programs not only contribute to community 

development but also promote global citizenship. 

Professional Development 

Invest in the ongoing professional development of teacher educators by sending them to 

conferences and workshops focused on sustainable development and global citizenship education. 

This exposure can inspire them to bring innovative practices to their own classrooms. 

Assessment and Evaluation 

Develop assessment tools to measure the impact of sustainability and global citizenship 

education. Collect and analyse data to continuously improve the effectiveness of these educational 

practices. 

Advocacy and Policy Engagement 

Encourage teacher educators to actively engage with policymakers and educational 

institutions to advocate for the integration of sustainability and global citizenship in the Indian 

education system. 

By implementing these best practices, India can enhance the quality of teacher education 

and empower educators to foster a new generation of students who are environmentally conscious, 

globally aware, and committed to sustainable development and responsible global citizens. 

In India, there are possibilities as well as obstacles associated with integrating global citizenship 
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and sustainable development into teacher education. Here's an overview of some of the key 

obstacles and advantages: 

Major Challenges 

● Traditional Curriculum Emphasis 

●  Resource Constraints 

● Inadequate knowledge about existing curriculum 

● Cultural and Regional Variations 

● Assessment and Evaluation 

● Lack of digital literacy 

Conclusion 

This exploratory research concludes by highlighting the transformational potential of 

education for global citizenship and sustainable development in teacher preparation. It calls for a 

paradigm shift, emphasising the role of teacher educators as agents of change. By incorporating 

above mentioned practices, teacher education institutions can prepare future educators who not 

only transmit knowledge but also cultivate a sense of global responsibility, environmental 

consciousness, and the capacity to address the multifaceted global challenges of current scenario. 

The journey ahead may be demanding, but it is undoubtedly a journey worth undertaking for a 

more sustainable and globally aware society. 
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