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Abstract 

Inclusive Education has been a major area of concern in the ever-widening educational 

environment of 21st century. It has been found as the basic stride in our journey towards an 

inclusive society that embraces every individual as they are. Inclusive education advocates for 

bringing those diverse groups of children who were sidelined for their socio-economic and cultural 

background, disability, etc. to the mainstream education. In inclusion the diversity of the children 

is not understood as something to be ashamed of, blamed nor changed. It is the system that is being 

modified to accommodate the children hence when a classroom turns inclusive it must make 

several adaptations to meet the requirements of the diversity of the children. This paper is an 

attempt to analyse the scope, prospects, and barriers regarding the inclusion of children who are 

hard of hearing.   
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Introduction 

It has not been a long while since we have started to find and acknowledge people with 

disabilities as significant members of society. From time immemorial disabled people were mere 

subjects of subjugation. For centuries, the disabled were doomed to live in the dungeon of stigma, 

shame, and suffering. Later these people were sent to asylums, finding them as burden. It took 

several years more even for segregated education to begin. To recognize these people as  are again 

a long wait was required. Having reached the doorstep of an inclusive society where every 
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individual is recognized alike regardless of their differences at last, we have made a great 

achievement in our social evolution.  

Agenda 2030 and the Provisions for Inclusive Education 

Though many recommendations have been made upon the concept of inclusive education it 

was the UN 2030 Agenda that gave a new impetus to our journey towards an inclusive society 

through inclusive education. It is a remarkable vision for a more prosperous world. Among the 17 

Sustainable Development Goals simply called SDGs, Goal 4 deals with aspects of education. In 

SDG target 4.5, equal access to education for vulnerable Groups, including persons with 

disabilities is demanded. Following the recommendations of this vision nations have made hopeful 

legislations and frameworks for inclusion. UNESCO’s 2020 Global Education Monitoring Report 

has revealed the progress the nations have achieved in policy frameworks as well as legal 

frameworks. One of the major findings of the report was the inclination towards segregation still 

prevailing in Asian, Latin American, and Caribbean countries. 

Figure 1 

Comparison of Policy and Legislation Approaches in Education for Children with Disabilities 

 

Source. UNESCO (2020). “Inclusion and Education: All means all- Global Education Monitoring 

Report” 
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What is Inclusion? 

Based on the principle of equity, inclusion is the practice of making sure that everyone 

irrespective of their difference has access to the resources and opportunities in the society. In 

education it aims in bringing to the mainstream education children from diverse backgrounds who 

were marginalised such as girls, Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, minorities, economically 

weaker sections, children with disability, children affected by migration or war, children in areas 

affected by civil strife, victims of child labour, children working as domestic help, children in 

conflict with law, children in protective institutions, children of parents affected By HIV, AIDS and 

other chronic and severe ailments, children affected by natural disasters and  any other group with 

social, cultural, economic, geographical, linguistic, gender or such other disadvantage.  

 Inclusion and Equity 

Inclusion can only be practised on the idea of equity. It is the principle of equity that offers 

the provision for infrastructural and other support systems in the inclusive school. Following Jacob 

and Holsinger (2008, p. 4) we define equality as “the state of Being equal in terms of quantity, 

rank, status, value or degree”, while equity “considers the social justice ramifications of education 

in relation to the fairness, justness and impartiality of its distribution at all levels or educational 

sub-sectors”. We consider equity to assure that a distribution is fair or justified. Inclusion is 

possible only if an equity mindedness is being nurtured. Equity mindedness, in the words of Dr. 

Estela, is “a way of approaching educational reform that foregrounds the policies and practices 

contributing to disparities in educational achievement and abstains from blaming students for those 

accumulated disparities.” In equity mindedness it is the school structure and hence the social 

system that is believed to make changes and not the students. Deficit-mindedness on the other 

hand is a mindset that blames the student, his family and community for his shortcomings.  Equity 
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equips us to treat people differently to meet their requirements. By properly addressing the 

requirements of each student they are brought to a realm where they can find a sort of equality. As 

part of this a “Culturally Responsive Pedagogy” that recognise students’ identities, make them at 

ease to assert their identities and help them to be themselves needs to be adopted in the classroom. 

The children should be able to find themselves not as “the other” but as an integral part of 

functioning of this society. Equity covers a wide range of aspects such as racial, gender, economic, 

social, etc. 

Hearing Impairment 

The human existence as social being is fundamentally depended on the interaction he has 

with his fellow beings.  A major part of our communication takes place by means of speech though 

the role of nonverbal communication is not less. It is because of the same, people with speech and 

hearing impairment find it very difficult to assert their identity in the social set up. Though 

cognitive theorists like Noam Chomsky argue about the innate capacity of a child to acquire 

language that can’t diminish the influence of his exposure to speaking. For hearing impaired 

children, it is this exposure that is being curtailed. 

Hearing loss is of two types- conductive hearing loss and perceptive or sensorineural 

hearing loss. In the first type the vibrations that represent sound waves do not reach the inner ear 

that is the conduction of sound waves doesn’t take place properly. The second type of hearing loss-

occurs when there is a fault in the cochlea or the nerve to the brain. If there is damage of the brain 

the hearing loss can be permanent. 

Sign language and lip reading are the major conventional practices followed by hard of 

hearing people to communicate with others. Speech therapy can also help them a lot. Over the 
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years several means of assistive technology have been developed to support people who are hard 

of hearing. For conductive hearing loss, bone conduction hearing aids are in use. These amplify 

sound via vibrations through the bones of the skull which then stimulate the cochlea directly. In the 

case of sensorineural hearing loss if the impairment is mild a hearing aid can be used. But for those 

who are deaf or severely hard of hearing a cochlear implant might be useful. Surgically implanted 

Cochlear implants stimulate the auditory nerve to give the sensation of sound. 

Though hearing aids and cochlear implants are in use none of them can guarantee a quality 

that is equal to normal hearing. 

Policies and Strategies for Inclusion of Hard of Hearing 

When children who are hard of hearing are concerned, a lot of changes need to take place 

in our existing system. The changes should appear on various levels. The school infrastructure, the 

curriculum, assessment practices, classroom activities, learning aids, technology tools- all need to 

be restructured. While inclusion is to be practiced certain policies and strategies also need to be 

employed beforehand. This may include: 

Policies on Enrolment 

When inclusion is to be practiced certainly there may be some resistance against it. Policies 

of enrolment plays a role here. Policies must be fashioned in such a manner that students and 

parents may get attracted to these policies.  
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Accessibility                                                                                                              

The greatest concern the parents of hard of hearing children have is regarding the 

accessibility of provisions in the general school set up. The general schools must be able to provide 

the necessary accessibility systems for the new students. 

Facilities for Transportation 

Since public transportation facilities haven’t evolved as inclusive and safe, children who 

are hard of hearing might require transportation facilities for the successful completion of their 

schooling.  

Adequacy of Funds 

Government funding along with stakeholder funding can help our schools to be better 

inclusive havens. Availability of funds must be ensured so that no delay can happen once the 

system starts functioning. Since a huge number of assistive technologies is required public funding 

may be necessary. 

Readiness of Schools, Teachers, etc. 

No matter society has advanced this much, there are still people who find disabled people 

as a curse or a burden. Such negative attitude is seen among teachers as well. Creating a readiness 

among the teaching community and the school managements is of great importance. 
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Provision for Pedagogical Assistance 

Since an inclusive classroom have children from diverse groups their needs also vary. So, 

the school must have pedagogical assistants who are resourceful in dealing children of different 

needs. 

Policies for Transition 

When inclusion is promoted, legislations are required to encourage the shift from 

segregation to inclusion. Provisions for awareness programmes, training for in-service teachers, 

etc. need to be addressed in the transition policy framework. 

Teacher Education 

To achieve all the aims of inclusive education, changes must be introduced from the teacher 

education phase itself. The prospective teachers must be provided with amble exposure to inclusive 

classrooms. They must be taught to prepare and practice inclusive lesson plans.  

Special school 

When students are brought into inclusive classroom, the special schools can extend their 

service as resource centres for these children. Such centres can even act as a link between a group 

of schools.  

Curriculum and Textbooks 

A thorough restructuring is required for the curriculum as well as the textbooks. 

Curriculum should contain inclusive choices for learning experiences from which the student can 
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choose according to his interest. Governmental interventions should be made in producing deaf 

friendly e-contents that can transact the learning objectives. 

Class Size 

As inclusive classrooms demand more individualistic attention for students from the 

teachers, it is a necessity to restructure the size of the class and the number of students in a class.  

Instruction 

Since the teacher has to address the hard of hearing students mastery in the sign language is 

a basic requirement. Inclusion of a greater number of visual and tactile aids should be practised. 

While taking the class, the teacher should position herself at a distance that is comfortable for the 

students to view. The pace of speech should be adjusted so that those who follow the lip 

movements can read lips more easily. 

Individual Education Plan IEP 

Every child who is hard of hearing is different in his/her own way. Assisted by an implant 

or not they all differ in comprehending. Besides this are their differences in the cognitive, 

affective, emotional, and social levels. So, while cater the needs of the children, the teacher must 

adopt an Individual Education Plan that better suits the child. 

Multiple Disabilities 

If a child with hearing impairment has any other disabilities-physical, intellectual, etc.- 

provisions to address those differences must also be addressed. 
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Benefits of Inclusion of Hard of Hearing 

The most important benefit of inclusive education lies in the harmony being created in the 

classroom. Following a segregated education won’t help children recognise themselves as 

inevitable part of the society and that is why inclusive classroom is found as the foundation of an 

inclusive society. The descriptions of classroom as a microcosm are attained only when the 

inclusive aim is achieved. In the segregated environment the hard of hearing children can but 

identify themselves only as the ‘other'. The sad reality is that from the earlier days itself they 

identify themselves as the other. Their world view is even formed in a dichotomous manner – a 

world of the normal and a world of them.  

When special schools are chosen for education, the children may have to stay away from 

their homes because of the lack of availability of such institutions near house. Since general 

schools are set up at comfortable distance inclusion can help these students continue their 

education without leaving their hometown or village. This will help them better understand their 

locality and its culture as well. 

The benefit of inclusion is not limited to the hard of hearing students alone. Everyone in a 

class irrespective of their differences enjoys the benefits. Inclusion helps students understand and 

acknowledge differences. If disability was perceived as a challenge before, with inclusion they 

start to find it as opportunity.  

Barriers in Inclusion of Hard of Hearing 

The first issue that inclusion addresses is the negative attitude among the teachers and 

parents. Several teachers are reluctant to have students with disabilities in their classrooms. Same 

kind of an attitude is seen in the parents as well. Lack of funds and stakeholder support for setting 
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up inclusive environment is another important difficulty.  If strategies for inclusion are not 

properly applied there is high chance for the students to feel alienated in the class. Another 

problem arises from the difficulty they have in expressing their ideas before class due to a lack of 

confidence. They may even feel shy expressing ideas through signs or the limited verbatim they 

have. If the peers and teachers can’t use sign language that will be a hindrance for the included. 

The lack of suitable resources for teaching is yet another issue. If the teaching aids used fails, both 

the students and teachers might find it difficult. The expertise of the teacher also becomes a serious 

concern. Another major concern is whether the teacher could attend to the individualistic needs of 

the students. Since the students might require more time for information processing compared to 

other students it can make them feel inferior. If the assessment systems are not in accordance with 

the specific needs of the students that too will have a negative impact on them. Brought into a new 

environment where the hard of hearing children must meet and greet those who hear and speak 

there is a high chance for anxiety and stress as well. Though classrooms are getting inclusive many 

a times the teacher education rules aren’t in favour of accommodating the hard of hearing 

applicants. This in fact reduces the necessary representation of hard of hearing educators whose 

presence could have been a motivation for the hard of hearing students in assimilating to the new 

environment. 

Suggestions 

At the basis, the classroom climate must be maintained with the cooperative effort of all in 

such a manner that no student feels estranged or alienated in the class. It must not be functioning 

upon sympathy but on the principle of equity. All students must be able to interact with each other 

so effortlessly that they forget the boundaries existed between them before. They must be taught to 

accept disabilities not as hurdles but as part of individuality. 
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The students may at first feel some sort of stigma or shame. To overcome this, they may 

need a good counselling. We must encourage them to participate in group activities with everyone. 

No matter whether hard of hearing children are in the general school or special school, adequate 

opportunities must be created for them to have enough interaction with the deaf community. This 

will help them have discussions on their own experiences.  

Much emphasis should be given to the learning of sign language. Governments should take 

legislations as to recognise sign language as one of the official languages. This will certainly give 

an impetus to learning of sign language among the public. When everyone learns to sign, the 

barriers the hard of hearing students face while trying to communicate with others and vice versa 

will dissolve gradually. 

While teaching in an inclusive classroom, the teacher should resort to maximum utilisation 

of all the senses. Visual and tactile aids will help these children to better understand the concepts. 

The teacher must recognise the scope of experiential and activity learning in such a class. Inclusive 

friendly assessment practices are required to be employed. Since these children have limitations in 

expressing things verbally, alternate options must be provided. When a discussion or debate is 

conducted in the class, teacher should ensure the participation of every student. Having such a 

condition doesn’t mean that they can’t be part of all these. They must be encouraged to express 

their ideas by whichever way they prefer. Some may be comfortable writing while others may sign.  

To help and support the hard of hearing children with their psychological needs, the service of an 

expert counsellor must be ensured in the school. 
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Conclusion 

Living in a technology driven society that has even challenged to control the very 

mechanism of the human brain, that which is obsessed with the idea of settling in some other 

planet, that is in constant search of a state of no death, the confidence these novel technologies 

throw on inclusive education are no less. When cost effective technologies will be made available 

in the future, disability or disadvantage may not be a concern anymore. By offering AI powered 

assistive devices, the technology of the Fourth Industrial Revolution has become the greatest 

advocate of equity. When these technologies can be incorporated to our practices of inclusion in 

education stupendous changes are possible. Just as Jake Sully in Avatar movie finds a new life 

through advanced technology, those restricting disabled conditions like hearing impairment may be 

overcome with the help of advanced assistive technologies of the future. The AI supported 

Neuralink being introduced recently by Elon Musk and his team, eyeglasses with built-in hearing 

aids, etc. are enough to raise our hopes. Still, a collective effort is certainly necessary from the part 

of the stakeholders to maximise the effectiveness of inclusive practices in education. 
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